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FOREWORD

On the auspicious occasion of the birth centenary of Late Ghanapathi, Vidvan, Sri U.Ve.
Sohatttr Tirumalai Nallan Chakravarti Paranku$acarya Svami, on 19.1.2005, it is my pleasant previl-
ege to express my humble salutations to many revered scholars who have spontaneously offered to
help us in the conduct of the celebrations in various ways. It is nothing but the divine grace of Lord
Laksmi Nrsimha, his mobile form HH Srimad Azhahiyasingar, HH Srimad Parakala Svami, HH Sri
Rangapriya Svami, and a whole galaxy of eminent scholars of infinite erudition and compassion that
we are able to present this offering of invaluable, in-depth articles of extraordinary scholarship both
about the subject of the celebrations, i.e, Sri Parankuéacar Svami, as also diverse range of subjects in
many languages.

We have, as the contents indicate, in all about 35 articles in four major languages, viz.

Sanskrit, Tamil, Kannada and English. There is a small sample of a Prakrtam contribution too (p. 56).

A portion of an article is in Telugu script (as presented by the author - pp. 27-28) with Devanagari
rendering following.

At the outset, the three Yativara-s aforesaid have graced the souvenir with their benedictions
and noble words about the Satamanotsava Svami. I remain eternally indebted and offer anantha koti
Pranamams at Their Holinesses’ lotus feet.

Long back, I had, on a Maha-navami occasion, tried to organize all the Sastra books at home
in some orderly manner (for preparing a systematic catalogue later) and for facilitating Hayagriva
Aradhanam, and in the process, composed a poem titled ‘Hayagriva Stavam’. I wish to offer the
same at the lotus feet of my Late Father on this occasion. This appears here as an invocation of the
Vidya-Adhidevata.

This is followed by a biographic sketch of the life of our ‘Satabdi Svami’, in Tamil, titled
"Niraikudam", as little as I know about him (he passed away in my 17th year of age) and in the only
imperfect way I am capable of putting it together. I pray for indulgence from scholars for this
audacious attempt to contain an ocean (Ptirna) in a pitcher (Kumbha). My nephew, Chi. Sri. M.T.
Narasimha Raghavan (alias Kannan) suggested the souvenir be titled Pl7R].VAK UMBHA, and since
it is very appropriate, in one word, to describe our Svami, I convey my appreciation to him for this
beautiful gesture.

Next, we have three articles in Tamil, by 1. Sri U.Ve. Ghanapathi, Vidvan, Pazhaveri Sata-
kopacharya Svami (an examinee of our Svami), Srikaryam, Sri Ahobila Mutt, 2. Sri U.Ve. Ghanapa-
thi, Vidvan, Navalpakkam Varadacharya Svami, son of Late Somayaji Agnihotram Narayanacharya
Svami, a teacher of our Svami) and 3. Sri U.Ve. Anantha Narasimhacharya Svami (admirers of our
Svami), Srirangam - a renowned kalakshepa adhikari and scholar of Vedanta - on the virtues and gre-
atness of Brahmavid-s as seen in Upanishad-s. The second Svami has also elucidated the principle
behind the rare and courageous action of our Svami relinquishing his government job when in conflict
with Scriptural edicts, through suitable passages and arguments.
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We then have a section of twelve articles about our Svami. The first here is by Panditaraja
N.T. Srinivasa lyengar - a highly renowned scholar of Alankara, Vyakarana and Vishishtadvaita Ved-
anta, retired Prof. of Vyakarana at Chamarajendra Veda Mahapathashala, Bangalore - a poetic tribute
to his mentor, followed by another poetic tribute by Salakshana Ghanapathi K. Pandurangacharya of
Hyderabad, an examinee of our Svami. These two papers are in Sanskrit. All the rest (ten papers) in
this section are in Kannada.

Panditaratnam K.S. Varadacharya of Mysore, Asthana Vidvan of Parakala Mutt and a highly
renowned scholar, has explained the rare quality of sincerity, innocence, law-abiding and endearing
nature of our Svami, particularly explaining the paramaikantya nishta as an ideal devotee.

Ghanapathi, Vidvan, P.S. Rameshavara Avadhani, an erudite scholar of Mimamsa, Veda,
Vedanga, Veda Bhashya and a translator to Kannada of epics and Sayana Bhashya, briefly outlines the
noble qualities of our Svami, as his junior contemporary and admirer.

A detailed life-history extolling the virtues as experienced by Kotikanyadanam Sri U.Ve.
Vasudeva Tatacharya, a Vedic scholar and popular Brhaspati, (retired Manager, State Bank of
Mysore), of Bangalore and nephew of Late Vidvan K.S. Krishna Tatacharya Svami, has many vivid
memories he cherishes as his admirer.

"The Teacher I saw" is the title of two ‘professional’ Vedic students of our Svami that follow.
The first is by Advocate Sri. G. Varadaraja Tirumale, (son of Late Sri. T.V. Govindaraja Iyengar, also
an advocate and admirer of our Svami) who learnt prayoga from our Svami and Kramanta Adhya-
yanam from the Son-in-law of our Svami, Late VedaKovida, Sri. U.Ve. Melma Tirumalacharyar
Svami (I was his class-mate in learning pada and krama from by brother-in-law, Melma Svami). He
makes a nice distinction between stealers of heart Vs. that of money among teachers.

The second is by Sri. U. Ve. H.R. Ramanujam, a retired Chief Materials Manager, Integral
Coach Factory and alumnus of Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, (son of Late Sri. H. Rangachar,
also an admirer of our Svami and his son-in-law) on the rigorous teaching method of our Svami. He
has also contributed a well-researched Sanskrit article on Vedanta in Manu-Smrti, besides generously
contributing towards the celebrations. This shows his Acharya-bhakti.

Vidvan Areyar Srirama Sharma, retired Principal, Sanskrit College, Melkote and Prof. M. A.
Lakshmitatachar, retired Director, Academy of Sanskrit Research, Melkote are the next two scholars
reminiscing about our Svami’'s endearing, admirable qualities as an Ubhayavedantacharya par

excellence. Areyar Svami has also contributed two Prakrita slokas, besides a scholarly Sanskrit article

on re-birth etc. as found in Bhagavatam.

We then have a Samavedic admirer and student of our Svami, Veda BrahmaShri Kadaba
Nagappa Srouti’s brother VedaBrahmaShri Seshanna Srouti pointing out the punishing, austere life
our Svami led, following the Scriptures to the tee, even in times of adversity in a telling way.

7 PARANKUSACAR INSTITUTE OF VEDIC STUDIES



PURNAKUMBHA - Ghanapathi, Vidvan Paranku$acarya Centenary Souvenir

Due to unforeseen circumstances, when we could not get the article by Saragur Madabhushi
Vidvan Veeraraghavacharya (due to loss in transit), his son Sri. S.M. Kasturi Rangan (M.A. in
Sanskrit), of Centurion bank, a student of our Svami, has contributed his thoughts about the ideals of
our Svami and has somewhat made good for the former. This represents the Saragur Svami family’s
deep links with our Svami.

Our Svami’s contributions to Vedic programmes at Gokhale Institute of Public Affairs, during
Late Sri D.V.Gundappa’s times are brought out gratefully by Sri. S.R. Ramaswamy, Chief Editor,
‘Utthana’, Kannada Monthly Magazine, an admirer, taking us to the memories of past in the last

article in this section.

We then have the Sanskrit Section with six articles (two already mentioned) beginning with
the great scholar Prof. N.S. Ramanuja Tatacharya, Ex-Vice-Chancellor, Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapee-
tha, Tirupati and winner of almost every coveted award in Sanskrit scholastic field, lucidly establish-
ing Mimamsaka way of asserting the Validity of Vedas in matters of Dharma, in his inimitable style.

Vidvan Setlur SrinivasaRangacharya, a student of our Svami and Asthana Vidvan of Andavan
Ashramam, at 93, has taken pains to contribute an article narrating a Yajurvedic parable, as also
giving a glimpse of his Vedic studies.

We then have a scholarly exposition of the eight Veda-Vikrti-s namely, Jata, Mala, Sikhé,
Rekha, Ratha, Danda, Dhvaja and Ghana, as per Atreya Siksﬁ by Mahamahopadhyaya A.S. Venkata-
nathacarya Svami. He is the grandson of the Late Abhinava Ranganatha Brahmatantra Parakala
Svami and an expert in Veda-s and Shastra-s and is currently the Srikéryam of Sriparakﬁla Matham.

The next two articles By Areyar Svami and Sri HR Ramanujam (on earlier birth, re-birth etc.
as per Srimad Bhagavatam and Vedanta in Manusmrti) have been mentioned already. The last here is
a summary of the contents of the famous poem of Goddess Mahalaksmi, the Laksmisahasram of
Mahakavi Venkatadhvari by me (which formed the Foreword to the printed version published by
Ramanuja Seva Trust in 1988, edited by me), with a few erors removed and Vedic passages accented.

We then have the Kannada section with five papers. The first is on Varaha Carama Slokam
by G.R. Srinivasa De$ikacarya Svami, wonderfully explaining the great quality of Sauilya of the
Lord, during Varaha Avatara in particular.

Greatness of Veda-s as found in Nalayira Divya Prabandhams of Alwars by Dr. A. Anantha
Narasimhacar Svami, Prof. & Head, Sanskrit Department, A.P.S. Evening College, Bangalore, an
Ubhaya Vedantin and Srikaryam Sripaundarikapuram Andavan Aéramam, in a thoroughly
illustrative manner and the greatness of Nalayira Divya Prabandhams themselves in the Sampradaya
with many quotations by another great exponent Sri U. Ve. H.R. Sridhar Svami of A-G’s Office
Bangalore are related to Dravida Veda-s.
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Two more articles further are about Rgveda by Ghanapathi-s, Vidvan-s S.V. Sama Bhatta
(Co-ordinator of Surasarasvati Sabha and teacher of Veda and Sanskrit for decades and an admirer of
our Svami) and Dhali Laksminarasimha Bhatta (son of the late Bhima Bhatta and a renowned
scholar, who studied under our Svami) respectively, detailing the structure and content in the former
and brief concept in the latter.

We then have the English section of four articles beginning with two articles by the doyen
in the field of Vedic and Upanishadic translations of our Sampradaya, Dr. N.S. Anantharangachar,
who has rendered every important and tough ViSistadvaita work into English an Kannada, on the
Vedic Insight and Vedic Tradition of Revelation. The next article is by the brilliant scholar, Prof. K.S.
Kannan, Head, Dept. of Sanskrit, The National College, Jayanagar, Bangalore, on the Essence of the
Veda-s, which is verily, a Vagyajiia, as mentioned by the author. The presentation format here is
thoroughly enjoyable.

I take this opportunity to inform well-wishers that we intend to carry on the tradition of our
illustrious father in the field of Vedic studies and research, notably, Ubhaya Vedanta Aikakanthya,
through well-researched works, and, for the purpose, have established a Public Charitable Trust
(contributions to this Trust enjoy Income-Tax exemption under Sec. 80-G.) named ‘ Parankushachar
Institute of Vedic Studies’. A glimpse into the objectives and activities (current and proposed) is

provided in the last article in this section.

I regret that due to delayed receipt of the article from Ghanapathi, Vidvan, Valayapettai Sri.
U. Ve. Ramanuja Tatacharya Svami, Navalpakkam, the great successor to the Late Sri. U. Ve. Ayya
Devanathacharya Svami of Navalpakkam and an authority in Veda, Mimamsa, Vedanta etc., the same
has been added in the end. This is an excellent, but brief write-up, in Sanskrit, on Vishishtadvaita
system, the name and its suitability etc. vis-a-vis other systems. However, I am beholden to the Svami
for keeping up his word amid tight schedules. It is but befitting, however, that the souvenir of 108
pages ends with the summary and gist of our system. A great symbolic significance there!

I am highly thankful to Mrs. Padmini Ranganathan, grand-daughter of Dr. N.S. Anantharanga-
char Svami, for helping out in contacting the authors and getting the manuscripts tirelessly, but for
which, the Souvenir could not have been brought out on time. She also got the available portion
(about 25 pages) of another of my intended articles on * fextual bases of Vishishtadvaita , in Kannada

(which is since been abandoned for now, due to lack of time).
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Sri Parankushacharya-alegendin
Vedic Field
K. Pandurangacharya, Salakshana
Ghanapathi, Hyderabad

Late Salakshana Ghanapathi, Sri
Parankushacharya was a great legend in Vedic
field. He was an expert not only in Krishna
Y ajurveda, but also in Dravida Prabandhams,
Dharma Sastras, Sahitya, Vyakarana, Vedanta
and Pancharatra Agama. He taught Veda and
other Sastra-s to the students for 24 years and
was an examiner of Vedic and Divya
Prabandha Exams at Bangalore, Mysore and
Melkote etc. | am a great fortunate student
because he was my examiner in Krishna
Y gjurveda. Here | wrote some Sanskrit slokas
in his praise as a gratitude to the great scholar.
They arein Telugu script :
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Vedic Insight
Dr. N.S. Anantharangachar

It is universally accepted by all scholars
that Vedic literature is the most ancient of all
available literatures in the world. Scholars have
not been able to determine the date of the Vedas
in spite of extensive study of the Vedas and
allied factors in all their aspects. Fantastic dates
have been suggested by various scholars. Bala
Gangadhara Tilak and Jacobi have arrived at the
date of 4500 B.C. as the date of the Rig-veda.
The Vedic literature is a vast one with various
branches and strata, that was handed over from
generation to generation through oral instruction
and it must have taken a long time for gaining
this form. When the date of the Mahabharatha
war itself is reckoned as the fourth millennium
B.C., it need not be said that the Vedas belong
to a period many many thousands of years
earlier.

We have absolutely no evidences that
give us an insight into the pre-Vedic times. The
excavations conducted at Harappa and
Mohanjodaro in the Indus Valley have shed
abundant light on the civilization that prevailed
there during the fourth millennium BC. It is
learnt from these excavations that a very well
advanced civilization flourished in that part.
Who were the builders of this civilization? Were
they the original dwellers of this country? Or did
they migrate to this place from some other part
of the world? It is difficult to answer these
studied the

characteristics of the urns, seals and implements

questions. Archaeologists have
found in Harappa and Mohanjodaro and have
tried to distinguish the Aryan civilization from
that which prevailed there. But it

conclusively proved that it is non-Aryan. Many

is not

scholars are of the opinion that the Indus valley
civilization is verily a part of the Aryan

civilization itself. Again, there is a strong view
that Aryans migrated to India from Central Asia
at some remote time and many conclusions are
drawn on this hypothesis. But in the vast ancient
literature of ours, there is absolutely no hint of
such a migration anywhere in any form.
Therefore, it is claimed that the Aryan migration
is a myth and that it never took place. Recently
scholars claim that the seals of Mohanjodaro
reveal names of Aryan Gods and they are of the
opinion that the history of India is to be
rewritten. Anyhow, the truth is shrouded in
mystery and we do not definitely know whether
the civilization of Harappa and Mohanjodaro is
earlier to the Vedic civilization or whether it was
concurrent with it or later to it. But, this much is
certain that the Vedas are most ancient in the
world.

The Vedic literature comprises two
broad divisions, the Mantras and the Brahma-
nas. The Mantras are mostly in verse form and
the Brahmanas are prose texts that prescribe the
‘viniyoga’' or the usage of the Mantras. The Ara-
nyakas and Upanishads are the later parts of the
Brahmanas. Every Veda has its own Sambhita,
Brahmana, Aranyaka and Upanishads. Every
Veda has a number of ‘Shakhas’ and many of
those have become extinct now. We have now
not obtained even one-thousandth part of the
original Veda.

From a close study of the Vedas, we
understand that they reflect the thought of a very
highly civilized and advanced society of men.
The literary form of the Veda is a very well
perfected one and we cannot even once imagine
that they were the very beginnings or the
rudiments of any aborigin community. By the
time of the Veda itself, the institution of
sacrifice or ‘yajna samstha’ had taken a perfect
shape and was being practiced devotedly. We
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come to realise that the seers were mystics who
gave expression to their thoughts in an enig-
matic manner. We gather from the references
found in the Veda that they had their own view
of life here and hereafter. The attainment of
earthly happiness through a disciplined and
devoted life, attainment of the world of Gods
and the manes, through various karmas, virtues
that are to be cultivated, vices that ought to be
avoided, pondering over the mystery of this
practices, beliefs,
values, realization of the helplessness of man,

universe, social cultural
the factor of evil or sin, the different classes in
society, agriculture, trade, fine arts, music,
dancing, funerals,

navigation, marriages,

political institutions like republics, the
institution of Kingship, the council of ministers,
cure of various diseases through medicine and
surgery and a host of other significant factors
can be known from the references found in the
Vedic lore. The Rigveda Sambhita, Atharva Veda
Samhita, the Shatapatha Brahmana, the Aitereya

Brahmana are verily mines of such information.

From all this, we get a picture of the society and
people of those times. They were living a pros-
perous life using gold ornaments and beautiful
garments. Fine arts had developed. They had
recognised the value and importance of life here
leading to a life hereafter.

A close study of the Vedas will reveal to us a
marvelous philosophic vision in spite of its
ritualistic character. Though there are innume-
rable references to the multisided secular aspec-
ts of life, we must note that a mystic wisdom is
hidden and couched in the Riks of the ancient
Veda. Sri Aurobindo points out, "even in the
time of the Upanishads the spiritual seekers of
the age had to resort to initiation and meditation
to penetrate into their knowledge, while the
scholars afterwards were at sea and had to resort

to conjecture and to concentrate on a mental
interpretation or to explain the myths by the
legends of the Brahmanas themselves often
symbolic and obscure. But still to make this
discovery will be the sole way of getting the true
sense and the true value of the Veda. We must
take seriously the hint of Yaska, accept the
Rishis’ description of the Veda's contents as
seer wisdom and look for whatever clue we can
find to this ancient wisdom. Otherwise, the
Veda must remain forever a sealed book. Gram-
marians, etymologists and scholastic conjectu-
res will not open to us the sealed chamber."

Yaska states that all mantras have three
meanings as related to the three kinds of aspira-
nts. The Adhiyajna or ritualistic meaning, the
Adhidaivata the etymological meaning and the
Adhyatma or the spiritualistic meaning. Plurali-
ty, trinity and unity of Reality relate to these
three kinds of senses. Everything culminates,
thus in realization of the spiritualistic sense
which is symbolised in innumerable forms.

% sk sk ok ok sk sk

Some of the characteristic features of the Rig
Veda Samhita may be noted as follows:

1. It is predominantly theistic in character and
has unshakable faith in the guidance of God.

2. It affirms that one and the same divinity is
that multiplicity. The
plurality, Trinity and unity of Godhead are

praised through all

related to the varying abilities and aptitudes of
the aspirants and are meant for the realization of
the one and the secondless cosmic Reality.

3. It harmonises the two seemingly opposed
paths of ‘pravritti’ and ‘nivritti’ without
harming or over-doing either.

4. It enshrines a positive and optimistic outlook

of life and never favours a passive and
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pessimistic outlook.

5. The concept of ‘sin’ is already here and
Divine grace is sought for its annihilation. This
sin is mentioned as a formidable obstruction for
man’s emancipation and the possibility of its
total destruction by the grace of God is
definitely pronounced.

6. Prayer is assigned the most exalted place. The
realization of the infinitesimal smallness of man
before the omnipotent Supreme and the utter
helplessness of man has urged him to approach
the Supreme Lord suppliantly with a feeling of
reverence and awe.

7. It exhorts man to develop the cardinal virtues
of life to become qualified for an upward
evolution.

8. It professes faith in the existence of two
worlds - one here and another above and very
clearly assigns due importance to life here as it
is a necessary prelude for a life hereafter.

& sk sk ok ok sk sk

In the Veda, we find two important
aspects reflected conspicuously. Of these the
sacrificial aspect has become out of context for
the present time. We find in the Upanishads
themselves a clear denunciation of Karma Kan-
da. The Jnana Kanda emphasises the importa-
nce of the knowledge of the Atman and decal-
res that it only through knowledge of the Atman
that one attains immortality. The innumerable
references that are traced in respect of secular
matters may be of interest to us in as far as
knowing their customs, faith, social institutions,
progress in arts and sciences. Of all these, the
spiritual aspect that is enshrined in the Vedas is
of eternal value to humanity and they are
relevant even to these modern times when man
thinks he has gained unprecedented knowledge
and power. The Vedic insights are gained by
experimentation in a different domain. The

essence of their direct experience must not be
overlooked.

We find in the Vedas innumerable
references to ‘human values’ that are relevant
for all time for all men. It is astounding that the
Vedic seers had such a human insight even at
such an ancient period. Humanity would attain
peace and prosperity by imbibing these virtues
sincerely. Though the human values are not new
to us, we may note how our ancients had
identified these values even at such an early
time and how it is imperative on the part of man
to practice them. We may note that all the ills of
our society are only due to the non-
implementation of these virtues. This must lead
us to dedicate ourselves to an earnest practice of
these values for attainment of happiness and
peace. When viewed from this point of view, the
teaching of the Veda has eternal relevance to

humanity.

& sk sk ok ok sk sk

1. The Veda exhorts man to lead life here
properly and perfectly without neglecting any
aspect of it. Man should earn money by right
means - ‘Rita’ - that should be used without any
selfish interest. In addition to this, he should
absorb himself in meditation and should finally
hold fast to the most beneficent and the ultimate
good. (RV X-31-2)

R e SfavT AHATEae TT AT fdardd]
30 W@ AT § Ak S qad AT S|

2. One should never fail in his duties nor shirk
from his responsibilities. He should never seek
release from the burden of his duty; with faith in
God, he should carry it through. (RV X-46-1)

T glat STar merstife st Tegura |

T A W @ it I A faed |
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3. ‘May we not live upon the labours of another
man’. We must earn our livelihood by hard lab-
our and never lead a parasitic life’. (RV 11-28-9)
TN WEARY TehdT ATE ASa=Tahd st

LT TATICAG 31 1 SHTarareur argentd||

4. ‘Grant us wealth in thousands and together

with it truth with word unmixed with deceit’.
Acquisition of wealth should necessarily be ass-
ociated with fair-mindedness, magnanimity, ch-
arity, honesty, generosity and a spirit of service
to humanity. (RV IlI-14-6; X-47-3; VI-4-8).
@l U7 el 9 [eieas F<gaar fa o |
& é% FI'EfF\'ﬂUT = :ﬁsﬁﬁﬂT T gy |
AT Sea geie THR qgg%rﬁﬁ' |
aﬂa{ﬁsgutrﬁmr%ﬂmw fet it I =)
T TSR R o T gt tr&ﬁ%‘ |
T R UK AR G TRA IARAT AR |

5. Realize that all wealth is given to us by the
Lord to be shared with one and all. The universe
around is indeed Thine alone. Thou art looking
at this through the eye of Surya. You are the
sole lord of all time. So do we share this wealth
amongst us’. (RV VII-98-6; VII-32-16).

T fepermfuet: gered eredla wer g |
At M T Telm J weae T ||
T faee e IOt I AfRgT MY guer ||

6. May we follow an auspicious, path of life
(magnanimous, noble, beneficent and regular)
like that of the Sun and the Moon. May we co-
me together with the benevolent, the compa-
ssionate and the wise. (RV V-51-5; VI-51-16).
WA T TR gArESaaied |

JSGATHIT ST § T ||

A ATl WRATHAESH |

A foam wR oot goifth fasa o |

7. One should give proper attention to the hea-

Ith and strength of the body. The mind should be
properly trained. One should be blessed with
wonderful Wisdom. (RV V-4-9; VII-32-26).
fasatfs =t gﬁ%T Sraae: {7 e gﬁwﬁvﬁs
| 370 STITHAT OIS SreAfadr g ||
T g 9 3 W T W a9t |
forett ot erfergEd A S it

o
e ||

8. ‘0 Lord, drive out completely from us hatred,
weakness, animosity and sin and make us pure.
(VI-74-2).

gategT o ded fodmiar a1 | metEfae |

9. One should be free from weakness and folly
(RV VIII-18-10).
aTqraTey ferewd Jud gHfa |

ST AT A ST |

10. Sleep or vain talk should not conquer us
(RV VIII-48-14).

ARG ar=ar Jf 7 =T SoaHra Sifed?|
o | fosae T gerrat fogeer aem|

11. Approach life with all humility. No one
knows what happens today or tomorrow. Who
can comprehend the mystery? (RV 1-170-1).

T TR A T HERS A5 |

o= Tty Sevdgardtd fa =eafq |

12. Let there be unity of mind, unity of purpose
and unity of action. Endeavor for the good of
all. (RV X-191-2, 3,4).

T T | ded g af it Sea |

AT AT 4T qo ST 3T |

IR A HR R CI R R C R R e e
A FEA A T T gl S|
AT 9 SATHIT AT goAT o |

G ot A o gEeTEid |

13. Beware of the causes that promote sin and
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the downfall of man. Beware of these four,
namely, wine, anger, gambling and ignorance
(RV VII-86-6).

W‘q’&ﬁaﬁmﬁ‘m R B “qchl et

| 1T IRTRTE 3TN @y viqqdw el

14. Approach one another in such a way that
produces love. Let there be love between one
another. Let the son be of like mind following
the father and mother. May the wife speak
honeyed words to the husband. May not brother
hate brother. Let one speak always good words
to another, being of the same nature. (Atharva
Veda Sambhita I11-30). HHT&EGHH

Tesd AHTEHEY FHUNH o7 |

I IENT 2 aed SAHarsar 11 111
e gy T AT g S

ST U AYAT AT a5q wieqar 1 2 11

T AT AT =T S @ |

TR WAl e ard aed qEA (13 11

It g1 7 faafa A 9 fafged faere |

qehuar et o T WA e 114 11
ST O7 foaity Greet=T: QY= |
AT TA[ER U TN FHTGE-
U 115 1

Al q97 & AISTAT WA A wE At
TG | GRS UEaRT Afart 1 611
R 1| AR B R R L UL A R R E R W I
T ST e Wt Qe at o 7

15. Let us have right understanding of our
people. Let us do right things always. May we
not shout and yell at others on account of
enmity. (Atharva VII-54).

I T @ G |

AP FarTeTg M d=d (11 1|
GetAmE AT W a1 dsAfe e
HET SRGSgSAred HYT THISE@EarId 12|

Are these not relevant to the man of the

present age? As the seer Atharvan vows to sing

the * Sammanasya Sukta , is it not timely that
one should proclaim to the present day world

tom by dissensions, this ‘ Sammanasya Sukta'?

& sk sk ok ok sk sk

As regards the attainment of Godhead,
the teaching of the Veda is most significant. Life
here is a gift of God, and it is to be lived with
gratitude and dedication towards God. The
aspiration of the seers is reflected in the
following - ‘O God, make us happy; decide to
grant us the panacea of life. Sharpen my
intellect as it were the blade of a sword. Pray
accept what is uttered now by me, who is
desirous of you. Do make me blessed with Thy
realization’. (RV VI-47-10).

3-—9{ 75 &t \fllcllglll-lt@ k! Fﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ@ T %ﬂ'{'l"l:[[

¢|I(‘°hﬂ|6 ('Ollﬂl'{q °|<i||4-| d&gq{‘ol %‘ﬂ |I OIOI"('I‘-L[

Thirst has struck me, the worshipper,
though standing in the midst of water. O Great
Lord, be merciful and grant us happiness. (RV
VII-89-4)

T et g ||

‘O Agni,
goodwill unto his friend, and even as the parents

as a friend comes with a

help their children, be Thou pleased with us and
help us’. (RV TI1-I8-I)

Warl AT 3T T 3uar 9ed W e 9 |
Togel fo fareat st ufd s Redretar |

The seers have realized that the ultimate
goal of life is the attainment of Godhead and
have prayed for it. The Vedas have this eternal
message to humanity and man can work out his
responding to it

upward evolution by

favourably.
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Vedic Tradition of Revelation
N. S. Anantharangachar

The Vedas are declared to expound non-
temporal means leading to the attainment of
supreme Good! [Ishta Praptyanishtaparihaara-
yoh alaukikam upaayam yo granthah vedayati sa
vedah.

Knowledge that we gain in this world is riddled
with contradictions and the scriptures are free
from self-contradiction and contradiction from
the rest of assured knowledge. The nature of
observation and reason Pratyaksha and Anuma-
ana is such that they cannot furnish satisfactory
and conclusive answers to certain fundamental
questions. The scriptures play their role here as
they reveal what is not revealed by perception
and inference. This is explained as "the scrip-
ture does not merely reiterate other modes of
thought. If it did so it would be superfluous." If
it is in conflict with the deliverances of percep-
tion and inference, when the latter are valid it
would be false. The scriptures are neither reite-
rative nor in opposition to the other sources of
knowledge.

This is the characteristic feature of the scrip-
ture. If there is a conflict between scripture and
reason or scripture and perception then the
scripture is not always to be preferred Srutopa-
pattaye pi anupapannam viruddham na kalpa-
neeyam.

Its role as the revelation of the supreme

The Vedas are impersonal and eternal. They
were intuited, no doubt, by the ancient seers.
But the seers intuited pre-existent truths. The

knowledge that they acquired was there eternal-

ly and the seers rediscovered this ancient

treasure.

The definition of a Rishiis "The Rishiis a seer.
They are Rishis because they had immediate
perception of the truth". This eternity is attribu-
ted not only to the knowledge but also to the
actual words and the order of words consisting
Vedic composition.

The grammarians are of the opinion that the
knowledge is eternal where as the order of
words is not eternal.

Omniscience is there at the heart of existence
and so the knowledge of reality is there from all
eternity. The linguistic vehicle is also taken as
eternal as this ever-existent knowledge must
have an ideal mode of expression under the
guidance of that supreme. In case of ordinary
people like ourselves there will be fluctuation in
self-expression. This does not happen in the case
of the scriptures. Vedas therefore constitu-te
eternal knowledge as embodied in an eternal
form. Thus the form and the thought of the
vedas are co-terminus with the supreme reality

that they reveal.

There is an unbroken continuity of Vedic
tradition and there is no memory of or reference
to its author or authors. The speech of the
scripture is primeval and original whereas
ordinary discourse is derivative and secondary.

The scriptures have this non-temporal character
in both their form and substance. The school of
Vedanta does not take the scripture as springing
from God whereas the school of Nyaya takes the
scripture as originating from God. This is
possible for the Nyaya school as they claim to
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establish the existence of God on speculative
grounds. On the other hand, schools of Vedanta
base their idea of the supreme on the Vedas.
Vedantins cannot admit that Vedas are revela-
tions from God because there would be a logical

s€esaw.

‘God exists because that is the verdict of the
scriptures. Scriptures are to be admitted because
they form revelations from God’.

So it is important to insist that the validity of the
Vedas rests on its impersonality or eternali-ty
from the theory of Swatah Praamaanya (not
requiring any other proofs). This assures their
freedom from the defects of human compo-
sition. When we consider the inadequacy of
empirical thought and when we consider that it
is unreasonable to reject knowledge that transc-
ends empirical knowledge and is free from con-
tradiction, their validity is supported.

To the Mimamsaka who is a realist but an athe-
ist, the Veda has an impersonal and un-originat-
ed existence. But this supreme knowledge expr-
essed in the supreme form can be spoken of as
ever-existing properly in a theistic school. To
the Mimamsaka the Veda teaches what is
‘Kaarya’ or something to be done or accompli-
shed. This is not action. It is duty or obligation
commanding performance. To Mimamsakas the
Upanishads are of little significance. For these
thinkers Veda is a source of knowledge about
‘what ought to be done’ and not about ‘ what is’,
so they do not take the Veda as a source of pos-
itive knowledge about reality. This view point is
critically examined by the Vedantins and #he
decision that the Veda can reveal or inform
about reality is arrived at.

The Veda conveys knowledge transcending em-
pirical knowledge and is free from inconsisten-
cies of all kinds. The earlier part teaches modes
of worship whereas the latter part embodies
knowledge about the supreme.

Sruthi or Revelation is strictly applicable to the
Vedic lore and it is said that it is ever in such
pure form. The lore that substantiates and adu-
mbrates this is called Smrst/ and forms the pers-
onal expressions of those who realised these
truths.

In effect, all spiritual apprehension is a revelati-
on or communication. Divine knowledge reve-
als itself to the chosen one. The idea of Antarv-
aani (Inner voice) or Bhagavadvaani signifies
this: Yo antah pravisya mama vaachamimaam

prasuptaam sanjeevayati.

As Yaska Says : the truth that is realised by one
becomes revelation in a secondary sense to

posterity.

"The import of the Vedas is to be understood in
this proper way. There is a wealth of symbols
here and a secret wisdom is enshrined behind
these symbols and that is to be searched and
known. The one non-second cosmic principle is
posited through all the wealth of symbols"

It is wholly devoted to the Intuiting of the supr-
eme and it becomes a sealed book if we search
for grammar, history, description of nature or
poetry in it. The adhyaatmaartha is the supreme
and it is to be known by a constant and devoted
effort. The Veda itself says "what is the use of
Rks if one has not known their meaning ? **
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The Essence of The Veda-s
K.S. KANNAN,

Prof. & Head, Dept. of Sanskrit,
The Nationa College, Jayanagar,
Bangalore - 560070.
e-mail:ks_kannan@yahoo.com

‘o3 T et san I (RV 1.164.50)
‘378 AT I WEISTH JTEHmE_ |
HAISEH eI EHRE gad 11" (BG 9.16)

[Abbreviations : AB, AV, BG (or Gita) =
Bhagavadgita, BU BrhadaranyakOpanisad, JB,
JUB, MBh - Mahabharata, N, RV, SB, TA, TB,
TS, TU TaittiriyQpanisad, YV]

There is none among us who may claim
that he/she is doing nothing for even a single
moment: even the most passive of us are active
in some fashion or the other, willy-nilly. A
statement to this effect should appear but trite,
were it not for the fact that even a text like the
Bhagavadgiti takes note of it : (BG 3.5) 7 f&
HPA AUy S AEEEHed | A geRl: Y
S: wepfaenyor: 11 (cf. BG 18.11).

WHAT MOTIVATES ACTION

Another truism of common sense is that
no one acts to no purpose, which is tantamount
to saying that our actions are all goal-driven :
WS 3HfEzd T 7=ista werd 11 Nevertheless,
given the weaknesses of human whimsicality, it
needs sometimes to be stressed that useless acts
are not to be indulged in : 7 Fatd gar=ER | cf.
Dipiki on  Tarkasaiigraha (Marigalavada
section), opening verse : ‘9 FAATHS FA' - 3hd

o oo
STSATSATGIY THING AT | It was to the supreme

credit of Canakya that he would not, by his own

admission, stir even in a dream without some
objective in view!: Mudraraksasa (3.19+) =
TISTHRT =T @sf 9gd | For, how does a
wise man act ?: He first reckons the fruit of his

action and then works out details : the action(s)
required, the instruments thereof, the procedure
to be adopted, the costs and incidental gains,
favourable and unfavourable factors etc. : ¥

S SRAT FUHASY hH: /| SFAISTRTE ST HoHS
wE AT | 3 Gesd fgvd vEssetar /g
gfafadeham wFad g, T 1|

Apparently, diversity of actions should
imply diversity of goals. Consider for example
two actions - say, buying fruits, and catching a
train; the former is for satisfying one’s hunger,
and the latter for travelling to a distant place.
Their goals are not the same. But it is not
impossible that two diverse actions can have a
common goal : in the example above, the two
actions can serve a common goal of visiting a
dear friend who is ill and far away, for whose
sake the fruits are to be carried. All actions can
thus be complex, and intermediate goals will
naturally be so set as to serve some final goal.

Subgoals subserve hyper goals.

Purposive action characterises all living
beings. Further, all actions of all living beings
are commonly directed towards but one goal viz.
survival - so say scientists. See, for example : JZ
Young (1988, Oxford) Philosophy and the Brain
(Oxford University Press) who asks us to
appreciate "the intense and complex continuous
internal activity that directs organisms to search
for means of survival" (p.3). Indian scientists
seem to have probed further deeper, discerning
the prime goal as happiness : As Astarigahrdaya
(a famous text of Ayurveda, written by Vagbh-
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ata, former half of 5th Cent. AD) puts it aptly,
1.2.20 grare: Fedrt qar: e wgaa: | (already
discussed in the anandamimamsa section of TU
2.8 and BU 4.8.33). For, are not there instances
when one willingly sacrifices one’s very life for

the sake of the individual/institution he adores,
such as his beloved or his motherland ?

THE COMMENDED COMMON FOCUS OF
ALL ACTIONS

That actions have invisible effects, too,
is conceded by the wise. Statements are legion
hinting at the consequences in the form of merit
and demerit (punya and papa) springing from
our actions. To cite but two maxims : HHd 39
HIAIT, OT9eha TTOHed |; TRIYHR: qUar, qrar ot

7" | Actions can bind ; actions can liberate.

It is taking full cognizance of such
dimensions of causality that the Bhagavadgiti
cautions us that our actions should all be
directed towards a single, very final, liberating,
goal alone ; or else, each action fetters us in
some fashion. And the single supreme goal is
none other than yajia: (BG 3.9) @i sHoms-
=19 @isisd wEa=E: | The comment of Sankara
on this is also worth noting. ‘=I5t & fawy’ - 3
o, I TR, g Iq oA g I %A etc.

The common design underlying the
multitude of Vedic pronouncements is yajna,
says the ancillary text of the Veda-s called
Vedangajyautisa (placed 8th cent. BC): (verse
3) @1 & FsmemtyygTr: | Manu says that the

trinity of Veda-s owes its creation towards the

accomplishment of yajna : (Manusmrti 1.23 -

TRE ARSI FraSRameeu || Yajnia is thus

the raison d é tre of the Veda.

Manu further states that all creatures are
created for the sake of yajia : Manusmrti (5.39)

ERICRCHCE ger: | It is the sacrifice that cleanses
one of all sins, says the Gi#7 : 4.30 Fsreafudercy-
w1 3.13 gEielE: W geE Sathoa: |
The remnants of the sacrifice are nectarean and
lead one to the Brahman Eternal : 4.31 I5fmwr-

AT AT F&T T |

And equally, on the other hand, one who
is not given to sacrifices not only has no place in
the next world, but also fails to achieve one even
in this : 4.31 TR BrRISTIITD FAIS: (FHETH)
? 11 Life bereft of yajnais as of a thief (3.21 &=
wg g: 1) - sinful all along, and hence one laid

waste : (3.16) sERRFERT T oo § Sard |

And what is more, the very topography
of Jambildvipa is portrayed in the Padmapurana
as one where actions are yajdic | : ST
T At @ F e 11, Cf. Manusmrti 13.23
which says Mlecchadesa is one where yajna-s
are not performed : & foand A= 3 wwsIzR-
TSR |

If such high encomia are showered on
yajna, it surely deserves to be studied, in some

detail at least.
YAINA : POPULAR CONCEPTIONS

The popular view of yajia, however, is
that it is one tainted by merciless slaughter of
animals in the name of religion. The allusion to
the same is evident in even a devotional lyric
like GitagOvinda(1.1.9): F=fa asieriRes gidsd
/ SeEsd SaausEH | A popular verse asks :
Fefieadl UM Tl Feol SRESHY | F=E TR
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@ A T T=a ? 1| (Padcatantra 3.107) - If
killers of animals could go to heaven, who then
would go to hell ? We hear too that the Upani-
(Mundako-

sads were opposed to all rituals :

panisad 1.2.77 gar gId gl JE: |

It is against the context of such extre-
mely opposed views that a fresh look at this
theme becomes essential and profitable.

YAJNA : LIGHT THROWN BY
ETYMOLOGY AND LEXICA

We must first look into the etymology of
the word yajna. Under Nighantu 3.17.1, we see
it given as gsa=is¥ Iaam: | It is obviously from

7, the meanings of which are given in the
Dhatupatha : a5 JaqsT-Ggiaeoe=y | The
import of these statements is that yaj has the
sense of worship, and the worship of various
deities is yajna. Among its synonyms count
yaga, adhvara, sava, kratu and makha. Cf.
AmarakQSa : ITRAAISERT ATRIAITHE: ;|
Among its various senses are Narayana, Agni,
Atman, and sacrifice. Cf. HemakQsa : a5@=Tg
A T ARz | Paradoxical as it may

seem, dhvara means Aimsa, violence, and
therefore, adhvara should mean abstinence from
causing pain!: could there be a greater pain than
killing ?

YAJNA : A BUNDLE OF PARADOXES ?

should
appear BG 9.16 (cited at the beginning) where
Lord Krsna identifies himself with all the
components of a sacrifice at once!: I am the

But even more paradoxical

offering, I am the Fire, | am the chant etc. Of a
class with this is BG 4.24 s&mqoi siel efasamit -

& A | SR O Aol SRIhHEHTAT |, where
the sacrificer and his goal are also equated to the
single universal principle viz. Brahman. The
"poetic" strain of the Gita has its origin in the
Veda, for the "early" Veda (the Rgveda) speaks
the same idiom : (RV 1.164.50) I3 a3 313

24 | - The deities sacrificed yajna by means of
yajfia!. Nor is this line to be construed as a stray
formulation, for it finds itself repeated in a
dozen Vedic texts as noted by Bloomfield : in
RV 10.90.16; AV 7.5.1; TS 3.5.11.5; AB
1.16.35, SB 10.2.2.2; TA 3.12.7; N12.41 etc.
The poetic and paradoxical approach is evident
in the very opening chant of the RV ! (1.1.1) :

AfYies e | a3 Segfcasty | AR Iemas
|1 where Agni is eulogised as the Deity of the
sacrifice, and identified with the Fore-man
(puro-hita, as rendered by Coomaraswamy) and
equated to the sacrificer. (Grammatically speak-
ing, the senses of (a) karman, () karana, and (¢)
adhikarana 7e, the object, the instrument and
the locus of action are equally possible : (a) Tsaa
- gfd a=t: 5 (b) gsEasaA - 3fd F%:; and (c) TUAST
- 2fq == 1). Identity, yet attended by relations,
is what is clearly posited here.

THE VEDA ON THE YAJNA

The resolution of the paradox can be
possible only by looking into the principial
nature of yajna . But before doing the same, it
becomes pertinent to look into Vedic texts,
particularly the Brahmana-literature; for it is
this literature that delineates the nature and
function of yajna. Too, the macrocosmic and
microcosmic dimensions of yajna become

apparent here.

The yajnais equated to the world itself
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(TB 3.3.75 7t & syo=9_ 1), or to the nave (= the
centre) of the world more particularly (TB
3.9.5.5 751 & yaeg A0 1), or the most superi-
or therein ( Kausitaki Brahmana 25.11 a5t & q-
F7=9%: 1). It is considered as the very self of all
beings and of all deities (SB 14.3.2.1 gawt a1 Uy
T TN AFMICH 95 a9 1). Yajiia is consi-
dered as the supreme activity (TB 3.2.14 =31 f&
Swe w4 1; SB 1.7.15 75t & Sigad wd | Notice

the force of §resthatama, the superlative of the

superlative, as $restha is already a superlative
like jyestha).

The various implements of the sacrifice
are also individually or collectively equated to
yajna through the sacrificer. Thus the sacrificer
is identified with the sacrificed animal (TB
2.1.5.2 59M: w3 1), and so are the sacrificial
post (AB 2.3 g=mmr & gm: 1), the ladle (TB
3.3.6.3 gotHH: g=: 1), or even the hymn (AB
6.9 gsmHr f& g&q 1). The sacrificer is himself
the offering, havis (TS 6.1.4.5 gfaa gfera: | cf
AB 2.3). The offering, in turn, is either the yajna
itself (SB 3.1.4.1 3Mgfdfe a=n: 1) or its very self
(SB 1.6.3.39 dify & =1 37w @@ 1). The
sacrifice and the life-principle itself are coeval.
(SB 3.1.4.23 gwwaferat =w: | of TB 3.7.115

o a9 | s qewarad: | TS 5.2.5. 195w
I qow: gt | ).

There are two births : one is from the

parents, and the other from the sacrifice (JB
1.2.56 f5& & g=mmr ST - feAR-=asmed, a9ne=aa
1). Of the two, the first is hardly a birth, the
second is the true one (JUB 3.14.8 st & &
e IENl AEe S, | a9g sad 1), Physical
birth is no birth ; the (spi)ritual birth is the true
birth.

The gods are all sacrifice-linked (SB
1.5.2.3 Zar afz/@m: 1). The sacrifice is their celeb-
ration (SB 1.9.1.11 71t & 31 He: 1), their cha-
riot (Kausitaki Brihmana 7.7 3sx= a1 US RES
I3: 1), or their very insuperable abode (TB
3.3.7.7 tdg SaFmISOEET ag s 1), And
finally, yajnia is Visnu, verily (YV 22.20 =it o
fawr. 1) (cf. SB 5.2.3.6 @ & fawp @ & ).

Lord Visnu in His triple aspects as the Vasu-s,

Rudra-s and Aditya-s is the triadic sacrifice of
dawn, midday and dusk (SB 14.1.1.15 a7 fawj
TS FGT VS | FHS: U FeH, $gT HreARET -

Jqﬁ\aama?ﬁ'waq{ ). Verily, the all-encompass-

ing nature of Visnu and the similar nature of

yajiia are very evident here.
YAJNA : CLASSIFICATIONS

Before looking into the very essence of
yajiia, it is desirable to catch a glimpse of the
classification of the yajiia in the Gi#7 and the
smrti-s. The Git7 mentions, in 4.28 and the
surrounding verses, sacrifices such as dravya-
Yajia, tapQ-yajna, y0Oga-yajnia,
yajia, jnana-yajna, also japa-yajna (10.25).
Elsewhere we hear of r@0-yajna (cf. SB 7.3.2.1

svadhyaya-

qr a1 3 4T 1), paka-yajaa, and many more.
The drama is an ocular sacrifice, says Kalidasa :
Malavikagnimitra 1.4 ITATHGHEART q49: i<
shq wnelwH) obviously following Naityasastra
3.128 (zwgan aman Hed vemar sadn 3fd 1) of sage
Bharata (5th century BC).

There is also the concept of mahayajna-
brahmayajna, pitryajiia,
daivayajiia, bhutayajiia, and nryajna : (Manu-
smrti 3.70 srerae sErER:, fUgaeeq quu, | e
@, afewar, Festsfafags 1) standing for

imparting the knowledge of the Veda-s, serving

s, five in number :
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libation to the manes, oblation unto the fire,
offering food to creatures, and finally, honour-
ing guests. Elsewhere, Manu says one’s body
be-comes brahmic by means of maha-yajna-s
and yajnas : (2.28 TeERIg T SEN ShAd o
0.

The classification that obtains in the
Git7 is into sattvika, rijasa, and timasa : 17.11
ARSIHTENER Eesl 7 T5ad | Jgeard 7
U™ g i

procedure, tranquility of mind, and indifference

|1 Adherence to prescribed

to the fruit of action mark it as sa#tvic. In the ra-

Jasic, the performer’s eye is on the fruit and the
key intent is show: 17.12 sifeema G ®o SFT-
A Te T | 39 (WASE) d a9 fafg Tered 1
Lack of faith and non-adherence to procedure
characterise the tamasic. 17.13 %ﬁaﬁmw -
EFARTAUM | FETeRied a% ame aREed ||

YAJINA : ITS GENESIS

When did the indtitution of yajna begin
? The genesis of yajiia as detailed in the Git7
needs to be taken note of : (3.10) wEI=M: UST: T
RIATE YA | 3T TS, U s s -
g% || The key idea here is that the institution of
yajna was created along with the creatures
themselves. In other words, beings and yajna
have a common and simultaneous origin. While
this idea is stated in the first half of the verse,
that the yajna can grant all our wishes is stated
in the second. In other words, yajna constitutes
the Instruction Manual for all mankind, capable

of granting all that we may desire.
YAJNA : THE INSTRUCTION MANUAL

The illuminating commentary of Rama-

nuja on this passage of the G/t is worth peru-
sal. The Lord is merciful which is why he
created yajia !. He saw the sentient creatures in
their pitiable state - of their helpless association
with the insentient from time immemorial as
also their inability to pursue any purusartha,
worthy goal, owing to their state not too differe-

nt from the insentient (TG-S eeHTT-
fqaam: ... ThSIEIEET: Sd-aihedT: UST: gHIe
THEEUE: ...). He wanted to quicken them
(Agfe=iafawar) so that they pursue the desires of
their choice. The gloss on istakama is revealing:

TRHAYEHTIGATHITERE ShHe, TELOMT o SHIHHT-

| MOksa, liberation, should be their primary

kama, object of desire, as also all such desires as
alone fall in line with this desire. A sundering
off of mundane attractions coupled with a tran-
quil beholding of the Self are the gifts of the

greatest grace (SHISHIGUTARIATA TS,

HATHGH ST JaM ).

Commenting on the previous verse BG

3.9 a3 FHOIS=E BRIsd FHaRE:, he notes
that one ought to work and earn, yet only as

promoting and augmenting the performance of
sacred acts; else ensures bondage : IIEITET-
FHATAG TSR FHO: 3=, L6, S
SR AT fshzrmmr). Ramanuja’s definition
of cauryain his gloss on 3.12 is brilliant. Caurya

is theft. There are things belonging to others, to
be of service to their owner. To presume that
they belong to myself and use them so is

embezzle-ment. (& f& 7™, F=ER THESHRE
UREH G- EHEA S Fedl o AT ).
Going by this logic, not offering to gods what

caurya
misappropriation; on the contrary, offering them

belongs to them  constitutes
what is their due is yajna : thus the two caurya

and yajna are anti-thetical. Whatever is no yajna,

101 PARANKUSACAR INSTITUTE OF VEDIC STUDIES



PURNAKUMBHA - Ghanapathi, Vidvan Paranku$acarya Centenary Souvenir

is plain thievery!

Gita 3.13 says that ingesting yajhaéesa
relieves one of kilbisa. The latter word is beau-
AT SR e,
‘block-ing a plain perception of the Self.

tifully glossed as

Aversion towards this Self-realisation is sure

preparation to hell!
g | (The

construction in u=g= is singularly beautiful).

For a close parallel, see SeARMioRMT Hel: o

T WEAE: | (Moha-mudgara, Sl. 26),

. 61|('H|°|(’2|°h"|i\°|‘i{9||1 A{eh[dd

karmakartari or reflexive

where the more apparent passive (karmani)

construal weakens a possible reflexive
construal; both these differ from the causal

passive in BG 3.5 cited in the beginning.
DRAVYAYAJNA & INANAYAINA

While dravyayajia may have its bene-
fits, it is jAanayajna that confers the highest,
says BG 4.33 gaM 599, aseeas: (Tad) |
The true sacrifice is one at the stratum of know-

ledge, hence, internal. As detailed in Mahanara-
yana Upanisad (4.80) : T&d foger aeemen a=i-
A, 55T Uel, ﬂﬁ?&[@l’% I A, FE afe:, a5-
fZoman, g gu:, *W o, 7 43l etc. In other
words, the Self is the d_i_](@ ; faith is the wife;
the body is the fuel ; the heart is the post ; kama
is the offering and anger is the animal offered
etc. All things belonging to the sacrificer are for
the sake of the sacrifice : as are all actions towa-
rds the same goal, as the further portion, unquo-

ted, of the citation goes on to state.
YAINA & HIMSA

Now, as to the question of real Aimsa.
Such a dravyayajna alone is best, as is done by a

jaanayajiin. The person who has first known
the quintessence of the Veda, and only then
embarks upon the sacrifice, renders both selves -
his own and of the animal attain heaven :
(Manusmrti (5.42) : w9y W[ fGoq Aoy
fast: | oTeAH 9 93] =9 Tt an || Helpin-
g the other, and helping one’s own self are thus
attained and attained simultaneously. There will,
of course, be scores of partakers of the yajna-
Sesa, laudatory verses stating the benefits accru-
ing to whom have already been cited, BG 3.13,
4.30. Further, the immense importance attached
to understanding and attitude is made evident by
the ever recurrent refrain of the Veda viz. I wa
3%, ‘he who knows this’, preceding every phala-

Sruti, declaration of fruit.

As to the damnation of the sacrifice as
but an infirm boat, it is made bearing such
idiotic people in mind as act without understa-

nding. 3T IT=HRISTAGSS: | Right action
is a springboard for right knowledge, and it is
right knowledge that triggers right action. Each
betters the other. Nominal yajna-s, on the other
hand, fetch confirmed tickets to demonaic be(i)-
rths! (BG 16.15, 17-19).

ATMAYAINA : THE SUMMUM BONUM

Of all yajna-s, it is atmayajna that is to
be regarded as the most high a logical door to
the metalogical. Says Manusmrti (12.91) &y
A FEAYAT A | T TRIEe S WRIS-
*rresfd 1| The atmayajin sees his own self in

all creatures and simultaneously (samam) all
creatures in his own self ; (cf. BG 6.29). And so
beholding, he attains svarajya, true autonomy ;
it is only such a person who would be capable of
the greatest sacrifice - for the good of all.
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It is in advancing towards this exalted
state, or even as its concomitant consequence,
that one realises the truth of the statement of the
Gita (7.11) agze: gaq, all is Vasudeva (cf.
BG 6.30). A Single Principle courses through all
that is in the universe, but for which this would
have been a multiverse !. This is first realised in
the yajiiic context as in BG 9.16 (31 sq: etc.)
(cited at the outset) or 4.24 (sEmdvi etc.) (also
quoted); and confirmed as in_Visnusahasrana-
man I FFATES TET ATERA: | THYT, ITFE,

TR AT ATAG: | RIS, TR, AT T
T 11 (cf. Tiar 9.24) and as an entailment, exten-

ded to the entirety of the universe. Attunement
with and the attendant hearty subservience to the
Universal Principle alone can engender the atta-
inment of the state of equanimity within, and
what ensues as a corollary, an unerring attitude
of equity without at once. Is there a better royal
road to fulfilment ? (cf. BG 6.32).

Nor is it to be suspected that this Z#ma-

Yajin business is only a smrti-concoction obtain-
ing in later tomes, not traceable to the Vedic.
For, the Satapatha Brihmana (Madhyandina
Recension) states explicitly (11.2.6.13) : T<Tg: -

STTCHATST ST JATSH | STeATSHT & 5 ||

This Internal Sacrifice, then, constitutes
the quintessence of the Veda-s, towards which
universal and ultimate goal nonpareil of comm-
union with the Universal Self that, all selves are
finally beckoned through their svadharma.

|| IR 3o Weadt 7 Sgs: |
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Parankushachar Institute of Vedic Studies :
An Institution in the memory of Late Sri
Ghanapathi, Vidvan, Sri. U. Ve. Sohattur

Tirumalai Nallan Chakravarthi S.
Parankushacharya Swamy

P. Ramanujan

Parankushachar Institute of Vedic Studies
(PIVS), Bangalore, a public registered Trust,
was registered in September 1996, to impart-
ing traditional Vedic knowledge in the mau-
khik parampara and also to engage in resear-ch
on Vedic texts for bringing out the treasu-res
hidden in them for the benefit of all.

Activities intended

Teaching Veda-s traditionally with detailed

explanations to students at different levels.
They learn Taittireeya Samhita and Brahma-na,
Pada-patha, krama-patha and lakshana granthas.
Teaching Nalayira Divya prabandham

Philosophical Discourse in the traditional
Kalakshepa style of Vishishtadvaita Vedanta
Grantha catushtaya, i.e, Sri Bhashyam, Gita

Bhashyam, Bhagavad-vishayam and Rahasya
Traya Saram, Cillarai Rahasyam, other texts.
Lectures on Valmiki Ramayana, Vishishta-
dvaita philosophy covering Vedic Suktas,
Stotras, Nalayiram, Desika Prabandham,
Sampradaya granthas etc

Arranging/Attending seminars, conferences on

Vedic and shastraic topics etc.
Digital content creation work
Vishnu Sahasra nama stotra text, namavali,

Sanskrit commentary by Sri Parasara Bhattar,
English translation, nirukti, nirvacana etc.

Mahabharata database - text, word-split and
lexical, syntactic tagging

Krishna Yajurveda Taittireeya Samhita (TS),
Brahmana (TB), Aranyaka and pada-patha
Adhyatma Ramayana - text and Sanskrit
commentary ‘Setu’

Manava Srauta Sutra - text, word split, word
index of sutra and mantra

Srauta prakriya explanation in Tamil with links
to TS and TB

Sapta lakshanam, Shadvimsati Sutram, Jata
darpanam, Ghana darpanam, Bharadvaja Shi-
ksha with Sanskrit commentary, Laghu Sidd-
hanta Kaumudi etc.

Sribhashyam, Sruta Prakasika, Bhava Praka-
sika text, proof-reading.

The Institute is located at SDC 722, HRBR 11
Block, Kalyan Nagar, Bangalore 560043. A
library of all the books and manuscripts of the

Late Sri. S. Parankushachar is being set up.
Necessary furniture is procured and books
placed. Detailed cataloging is under progress. A
computerized database of these also is being
prepared. Lecture Hall and facility for resident
scholars is being made.

The birth centenary of the Late Sri. S. Paran-
kushachar, falling on 19.1.2005, is planned to
be celebrated there appropriately through Ve-
dic recitations, release of a commemorative
souvenir containing scholarly articles con-
tributed by eminent persons etc.

Future Proposal

In the quest for bringing out good editions of
rare, unpublished Vedic works, we are emba-
rking upon the publication of the following
texts/research papers now.

Sapta lakshanam
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Shadvimsati Sutram

Jata Darpana

Ghana Darpana

Taittireeya Sambhita Tinanta Svara Vimarsa.
Taittireeya varna krama patha

Amredita in Veda-s

Vaidika shabda-bodha vimarsa

Srauta prakriya

Descriptive catalogue of our Library holdings

Brief Description of the works proposed for
publication

All these pertain to Taittireeya Shakha of
Krishna YajurVeda and are in manuscript form
being not available in Devanagari print so far.
They all are invaluable for the study and proper
understanding of the Vedic grammar and vikrti
generation.

1. The first work, i.e, Sapta lakshanam, is a
must for Krama, Jata, Ghana pathas etc. of
Taittireeya Samhita and has seven sections
called
prakaranam, Avarni

Shamana  prakaranam, Vilanghya
prakaranam, Aavarni
prakaranam, Napara prakaranam, Tapara
prakaranam and Aningya prakaranam. This has
a Sanskrit commentary also and both are
published in Grantha script from Kumbakonam
in 1930s. This was published in Telugu script in
1950s. These are now out of print and are not

useful to a wide section of scholarship.

Copious source information is added and edited
in Devanagari, which, we seek to publish now
with computerized programming features in the
Yajurveda application program. This would be
in book form, CD-ROM (e-book) and on the
web, as desired by the users. The size of the
text is about 250 pages.

2. The second work, called Shadvimsati Sutra,
is a work of great importance in sutra style,
covering various aspects of clarification of
possible doubts in the parayana of Taittireeya
shakha and
Aranyaka and Upanishads. This also is

covers Samhita, Brahmana,

available only in Grantha so far, from
Kumbakonam in 1920s and needs explanation
and source location etc. which has been done in
Devanagari. We hence, seek to publish this also

as above. The size of the text is about 100
pages.

3. The third work, called Jata Darpana, covers
the special varna and svara sandhis in the jata
mode of recitation of Taittireeya Samhita. This
is a manuscript in Telugu characters and needs
critical editing, which has been done in
Devanagari. As this pertains to a vikrti form of
Vedic recitation, it needs to be available widely
for scholars. The study of sandhis is helped
greatly by this work. The size of the text is
about 150 pages.

4. The fourth work, called Ghana Darpana,
covers the special varna and svara sandhis in
the ghana mode of recitation of Taittireeya
Samhita. This is a manuscript in Telugu
characters and needs critical editing, which I
have done in Devanagari. As this pertains to a
vikrti form of Vedic recitation, it needs to be
available widely for scholars. The study of
sandhis is helped greatly by this work. The size
of the text is about 200 pages.

5. The fifth work, called, Tarttireeya Samhita
Tinanta Svara Vimarsa, is a research thesis
conducted in the 80’s and is an authoritative
and comprehensive study and documentation of
all verbs occurring in Taittireeya Sambhita (TS)
along with their accent explanations in the light
of Panini’'s Vaidika

grammar, prakriya,
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Taittireeya Pratishakhya, various shikshas like
Vyasa shiksha, Bharadvaja Shiksha, Pari
shiksha etc. This has about 30,000 verbs
analysed and tabulated and is an exhaustive and
complete description ever of TS verb accents.
The size of the text is about 800 pages.

6. The sixth work, Taittireeya varna krama
patha, deals with the 26 parameters of each
Vedic syllable, eight for each vowel, eight for
each consonant and ten for each accent and is a
magnificent record and ultimate guarantee for
DISTORTION-FREE propagation of Vedic
texts in oral tradition. This is also the highest
level of Vedic scholarship achievable, in
recitational tradition. Since, this is not all
printed so far, except in grantha manuscript
form, it is highly desirable to bring out this. The
actual varna krama form of texts can be
fittingly generated by a computer program. The
size of the text is about 100 pages.

7. The next is a technical paper on the issue of
reduplication in Vedic texts, specifically
Taittireeya Shakha of Krishna Yajur Veda,
which clarifies a lot of grammatical points
pertaining to native speech in Sanskrit language
and will be invaluable in modeling natural
language communication of human beings. This
is about 30 pages.

8. The next work, is a research paper on verbal
cognition arising out of Vedic mantras, as
opposed to the schemes of Nyaya, Vyakarana
and Mimamsa scholars on the subject. This was
part of M.Sc. (Engg.) thesis at the department
of Computer Science and Automation, Indian
Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore in 1999.
This also needs to reach a wide spectrum of
scholarship to create awareness about Vedic
contents. The size of the text is about 100

pages.

9. ‘Srautam’ is a book written in Tamil, by Sri.
VK Ramanujacharya, in 1929, on the complete
procedures followed in performing Yajna-s
(sacrifices) which lucidly explains and gives
full references to Taittireeya Sambhita and
Brahmanam texts. The style is suited even for
beginners and since this is not currently
available, we wish to bring out an enlarged and
hyperlinked edition with various indices. The
size of the text is about 300 pages.

10. A detailed descriptive catalogue of all the
books and manuscripts held in our library
(about 1000) is to be published as a database for
scholars and researchers. It is also intended to
form, the rare

bring out in electronic

collections, for academic and research

purposes.
Proposed process of preparation

The texts will be first data entered in an Indian
language software and published with good
indices, cross-references, hyperlinks etc. to be
available as CD-ROM in all Indian scripts and
Roman. Vedic portions will be accented
properly in Devanagari or Grantha. Printed,
CD-ROM and web versions of all these texts

are planned.
|
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