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Introduction to Mimamsa Darsana - [Mimamsa philosophy of Vedic interpretation] 

In the Ancient Indian Scientific system of knowledge-related enquiry, there are 

fourteen vidya-sthana-s [intellectual disciplines] defined, for a comprehensive and 

exhaustive treatment of knowledge. 

These are four Vedas [Rg, Yajur, Sama and Atharva], six Vedanga-s [Siksha, 

Vyakaranam, Chandas, Niruktam, Jyautisham and Kalpa] and four Upanga-s [Nyaya, 

Mimamsa, Dharma Sastram and Puranam]. अǀािन वेदाʮȕारो मीमांसा Ɋायिवˑरः  । पुराणं धमŊशा˓ं 

च िवȨा ˨ेताʮतुदŊश ।। पुराण-Ɋाय-मीमांसा-धमŊ-शा˓ाǀ-िमिŵताः  । वेदाः  ˕ानािन िवȨाया धमŊ˟ च चतुदŊश ।। 

Introduction to Vedic  system 

 Vedas are eternal, infinite, authorless and unblemished source of true knowledge, in 

the form of sounds. They happen to be the sole authority as source of knowledge related to 

Dharma, Brahma and the like. We need the help of Vedanga-s and Upanga-s for their proper 

investigation/ interpretation. There are many forms of Vedic texts. We deal with classification, 

significance and content of Vedas. 

Thus, Mimamsa is an auxiliary discipline of study to help interpret Vedic passages 

properly. The tenets of Mimamsa are codified in his Purva-Mimasa sutras, by Sage Jaimini, a 

disciple of Maharshi Veda-Vyasa.  

It consists of twelve chapters, dealing with the essence of Dharma in its all its details, 

like, pramana, bheda, anga, prayoga, krama, kartr, atidesa, visesha, Uha, badha, tantra and 

prasanga. धमŊधीमाŊन-भेदाǀ-Ůयुİƅ-Ţम-कतृŊिभः  । साितदेश-िवशेषोह-बाध-तȸ-Ůसİƅिभः  ।। 

Ůथमे Ůमाणाȯाये ŮमाणलƗणं, िवȯथŊवादमȸ˝ृतीनां Ůामाǻं िनणŎयते । 

िȪतीये शɨाȶर, अɷास, संƥा, गुण, ŮिŢया, नामधेयŝपैः  षड्िभः  हेतुिभः  कमŊभेदः  ŮितपाȨते । 

तृतीये शेषȕं, त˟ लƗणं, कारणं च िनŝिपतम् । अȑȶं पराथŊः  शेष इȑुǉते ।  

चतुथő ŢȕथŊ-पुŜषाथŊ-िजǒासा, Ůयोजक, अŮयोजक, फलिवधयः , अथŊवाद, िलǀ, Ůधानादयः  िवचायŊȶे । 

Ůीितसाधनं पुŜषाथŊः , तिȪपरीतः  ŢȕथŊः  । 

पǠमे Ţमिनयमादयः  ŵुित, अथŊ, पाठ, Ůवृिȅ, काǷ, मुƥैः  िनŝɗȶे । 
षʿे कमाŊिधकारः  िवचायŊते । अिधकायŊनिधकाįरिचȶा ŮवतŊते । 
सɑमे ŮकृितकमŊɷः  िवकृितकमŊसु अितदेशः  ऐȾाưािद-अिविहत-कमŊसु दशŊपूणŊमासाɷां धमाŊितदेशः  उƅः   
अʼमे अितदेशे िवशेषाः  केषां धमाŊणां कुũ अितदेश इित िविŴयते ।  
नवमे सकलाǀात् Ůकृितयागात् िवकलाǀे िवकृितयागे कथम् अितदेश इित सȽेहे ऊहः  मȸोह, सामोह, 

संˋारोहŮकारेण िनŝɗते । 



दशमे Ůकृतेः  िवकृतौ अितदेशसमये केषाǠन अǀानां वैयȚाŊत् लोपः  Ůसजेत् । ता̊शलोपः  बाधः , 

तदभावŝप-अɷुǄयʮ िवचाįरतः  । 

एकादशे तȸ, आवापादयः  उǉȶे । बŠकमŊणां कृते सकृत् अनुʿेयं तȸम् । ŮितकमŊ आवतŊनीयः  आवापः  । 
बšनां समवाये दीपारोपणं सवőषां सकृत् िथ तत् तȸम् । गɀानुलेपनं तु पृथक् पृथिगित त˟ आवापȕम् । 

Ȫादशे Ůसǀः  िवचायŊते । तȸम् अनेककमाŊथŊम् । तत् सकृǽृतम् इतरकमŊणामɗुपयोिग चेत् Ůसǀः  । 
Ůासादोपįर˕ः  दीपः  राजमागŊमिप दीपयित । त˟ ŮाधाɊेन ŮासागाथŊȕेऽिप राजमागŊ˟ािप Ůयोजनात् Ůसǀः  ।  

एषु तृतीय, षʿ, दशमाः  शरभाȯायाः , अथाŊत् पादाʼकवȶः  ।  आहȑ Ȫादशाȯायानां षि ः̓  पादाः  । 

When Dharma is to be understUd/interpreted, with Vedas as instruments, the 

paraphernalia required is Mimamsa. There is an important aspect related to abstracting a 

conflict-resolution mechanism, called ‘nyaya’, which is a unique feature of Mimamsa, 

including at the level of discourse. धमő Ůमीयमाणे िह वेदेन करणाȏना । इितकतŊʩताभागं मीमांसा 
पूरियˈित ।। 
The problem of knowledge, validity of apprehension, mode of apprehension of cognition, 

forms of cognition, perception, inference, comparison, presumption, negation, scripture and 

verbal testimony are discussed in this Sastra. 

There is refutation of the doctrine of creation, coverage of doctrine of soul, destiny of man, 

purpose of sacrifice. 

In Rules of ritual interpretation, authority of scripture, brahmanas as vidhi, arthavada and 

namadheya, mantras, smritis, vedanga-s, grammar and custom are dealt. Classes of actions 

are enjoined as injunctions like originating, application, performance, qualification, original, 

restrictive and limiting; prohibitions and exceptions, transfer and modification of details, 

repetition and option. 

The interpretation of injunctions religious and secular, lead to generalisations helping law 

and jurisprudence for factors in ownership, inheritance and partition, adoption and 

partnership, criminal law and law of evidence. Hence, Mimamsa nyaya-s lead to laukika 

nyaya-s as well. 
 
Introduction to Visishtadvaita - Outlines of Ramanuja’s Vedic interpretation 

(Vedarthasangraha) 

Mimamsa sastra happens to be the discussion about methodology towards 

interpretation of Vedic statements. Vedic texts are of two major types, viz. that dealing with 

dharma or karma and brahma. The latter part is also called Vedanta, being the upper or 

decisive part. संिहतमेतǅारीरकं जैिमनीयेन षोडशलƗणेनेित शा˓ैकȕिसİȠः  । Karma-kanda is the 

Purva-Mimamsa having 12 chapters, mainly dealing with the Aradhana (pleasing) of the Lord 

by yajna-s. Devata-kanda or Sankarsa Kanda follows it, with four chapters, dealing with 

essential characteristics, varieties, meditating them and fruit of deities of yajna-s.  ˢŝपमादौ 



तȥेदः  तदुपासनपूवŊकम् । फलं च देवताकाǷे देवतानां तु कȚते ।। Vedanta tenets are codified by Sage 

Veda Vyasa himself, in his brahma-sutras. This has four chapters dealing with Karanatva, 

abadhyatva, upayatva and upeyatva of Para-Brahman. कमŊ-देवता-Ű˦-गोचरा सा िũधोȣभौ सूũकारतः  
। जैिमनेमुŊनेः  काशकृȗतो बादरायणािदȑतः  Ţमात् ।। वेदाथő Ɋायिचȷे Ůथममविसतं कमŊ तȞेवता चाथातः  
शारीरकांशे िनरविधकफलŰ˦िचȶा ȕसूिũ । तũाȯाये परİ˝न् ˢयमुपिनषदामɋयोऽ˟ाऽ िवरोधो  मोƗोपायोऽथ 
मुİƅिवŊषयिवषियणौ िसȠसाȯौ िȪकाथŗ ।। 

Three major commentators who have interpreted these brahma-sutras are Sri 

Shankaracharya, Bhagavad Ramanujacharya and Sri Madhvacharya. Their systems of 

interpretation are called Advaita, Visishtadvaita and Dvaita respectively. 

Visishtadvaita of Bhagavad Ramanujacharya has three distinct entities as insentient 

matter [acetana], sentient beings [cetana-s] and Isvara, the ruler of these two. The universe 

is established as real. The cycle of births and deaths of the bound sentient beings is due to 

karma, which is got rid of by the grace of Isvara, who is Sriman Narayana or Para-Brahman. 

The means to release from bondage is devotion or surrender unto Him. The release is of the 

form of self-realisation, in a world called Vaikuntha, above the universe, leading to incessant 

service to the Lord. The major principle in this system is the inseparable relationship of body-

soul nature, between cetana and acetanas w.r.t Isvara. ŵीमʟƘणयोिगनˑु भुवनं सȑं तदीशः  
िŵयः काȶो Ű˦ स एव सोऽİखलतनुः  िभɄाˑतʮेतनाः  । सȑा संसृितरीशिनŤहकृता मुİƅˑु भƆािदना तȌाİɑः  
परमे पदे तदनुभूȑाƥेित संचƗते ।। अतो भोƅा भोƶं तदुभयिनयȶेित िनगमैः  िवभƅः  नः  
तȇũयमुपिदशȷƗतिधयः  ।। 
 


