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èवरम ्– The Guiding Light for Correct 
Vedic Interpretation

अ-धकारे दपकाभगछ खलित चत)
एव- वरै, णताना- भवयथा, फुटा इित*

- वेट माधव (वरानुमणी)

 



Utmost Importance of èवरम ् in the 
Vedic Tradition

“एव- ह यते लाेके ) य, उदाे कतये अनुदाम् कराेित 
खडकाेपायाय, तै चपेटाम् ददाित )”

“याे वा इमा- पदश, वरशाेऽर वाच- वदधाित स 
अावजीनाे भवित)” 

- महाभायम
-

“तेनााथ एवाय- वरपाठाेऽवगयत)े 
सवदा याययजपेषु च*”

- तवाितक

“यावाण- तथा वरम”् - तवाितक



Incorrect èवरम ्can lead to disastrous 
results 

“हीण, वरवणाया- याे वम, युयते) येषु 
यजमानय षयाय,ु जा- पशून*्”

- नारदय शा

“हतषटाे वररषटाे न वेदफलमत)े” 
-यावकया शा 



Incorrect èवरम ्can lead to disastrous 
results  (contd.)

- counter-productive outcome, in the form of a 
verbal thunderbolt, can harm both “यजमाना” 
and the one reciting it.

“यद.वीEवाहे.शुवधEवेित तादEयेE, शु.रभवत…्” 
- तैरया स-हता (२.�.२.१)

- Reiterated in the पाणनीय-शा, नारदय-शा and 
the महाभायम् :

“माे हीन, वरताे वणताे वा मयायुा ेन तमथमाह) स 
वावाे यजमान- हनत यथेश,ु वरताेऽपराधात् *”

- -



What is the purpose of  èवरम?् 

:“अथ ैवयादना- कथ- समाानमित उयत?े” 
उ:“उयते अथावबाेधनाथ भवयित”

- शाबर-भायम् (मीमा-सा सूा ९.२.३१- वचनािनयाेग,)

• िनवचनम् of “वरम”्: “वयतेऽथा एभ,)”
– अमरकाेश भानुजदत याया १)६)४



थूEलपृ.षतीम्

“याका, पठत –
थूलपृषतीमावाणीमनङवाहीमालभतेेित) तया- 
सदेह, – थूला चासाै पृषती च थूलपृषती, 
थूलािन पृषत यया, सेय- थूलपृषतीित) ता- 
नावैयाकरण, वरताेऽयवयित)”

- महाभाय पपशाहनकम्

Does the adjective “थूEलपृ.षतीम”् here imply 
(i) a large cow with spots? OR 
(ii) a cow with large spots on its body? 



ादशाहीनय
“अहीनाे वा करणााैन, * अस-याेगाु मुयय तादपकृयते *”

- (पूवा-मीमा-सा ३.३.१�,१६) 

• याेितताेम् करणम् - debate on the correct interpretation of the term
“ादशाहीनय” - “ितE एEव साEयाे.पEसदाेE ाद.शाEहीन.य”  (त.ै स-. ६.२.�.१)

• Does the refer to the सा् (याेितताेम्) त or the अहीन् त?

• सा is an appellation for याेितताेम-त as it is completed in one day; 
the अहीन-्त lasts for 2 or more days

• पूव-पा: अहीन => नञ्-समासम् => “न हीन, फलेन” => याेितताेम-यागम्

• However, through rules of वर-या, “ादशाहीनय” in this context refers only 
to the specific यागम् named “अहीन्” 



इÛġशğुः
• Elaborated in the तैरया स-हता and the शतपथ ाणा

• Reiterated in the पाणनीय-शा, नारदय-शा  and the 
महाभायम् 

• “माे हीन, वरताे वणताे वा मयायुाे न तमथमाह) स वावाे यजमान- 
हनत यथेशु, वरताेऽपराधात् *”



Classification of Accented पदम-्s

Based of the relative position and count of the 
उदाƣम ्or èवǐरतम ्अ¢रम ्–

 “नवपदशáया” - पाͨणǓनय ͧश¢ा 
वाजसनेǓयĤाǓतशाÉयम ्– 9 categories

 ऋगवेद-ĤाǓतशाÉया – Uvata lists 11 categories

 नारदȣय-ͧश¢ा- eight-fold categories



एकाेदापदम्
इÛġः॑, होता॑आɮयुदाƣम ्1.

अ॒िÊनना॑, अ॒िÊनͧभ॑मÚयोदाƣम ्2.

अ॒िÊनः, ज॒Ǔन॒ताअÛतोदाƣम ्3.

यः, न,ु कः, सःउदाƣम ्4.

èव॑ण[रेआǑदèवǐरतम ्5.

ǿ॒द॒áय॑यामÚयèवǐरतम ्6.

कÛया॑अÛतèवǐरतम ्7.

Èवः॑, èवः॑, èवǐरतम ्8.



बदापदम्
बह॒ृèपǓतः,॑ वन॒èपǓतः॑ɮयुदाƣम ्9.

इÛġा॒बह॒ृèपती॑ŧयुदाƣम ्10.



सवानुदापदम्
वः॒, नः॒सवा[नुदाƣम ्11.

अÊनाऽ३इ, लाजी३न,् शाची३नसवȾदाƣम ्12.

रØ॒या,॑ वी॒या[॑नीचèवǐरतम ्
(अनुदाƣèवǐरतम ्) 

13.



Role of èवरम ्in interpretation  

èवरम ् is key to determine-
• Classification of the पदम ्as नाम, आÉयात, उपसग[ 

or Ǔनपात 
 

• Meaning of the पदम ्
– nature of Ĥ×ययम ्
– nature of समासम ्
 

• Meaning of the वाÈयम 



èवरम ्determines the 
classification of the पदम ्  

• “नामायातवभाग वरादेवागयते”
- ऋवेदानुमणी परशम् (वेट माधव)

The distinction between a noun and 
verb can be established only 

through the nature of the वरम्.  
 



नामायातवभाग…
“अयेदु वेषसा रत सधव, पर येण सीमयछत्)
ईशानकृाशषे दशयतवीतये गाध- तवण, क,*”

- ऋवेदानुमणी परशम् (वेट माधव)

• Is “क,” सबतम् (नाम-पदम)् or ितङतम् (अायातपदम्)?

– “क,” as a नाम-पदम्, is an appellation for जापित (जापितवै 
क,) => ए.ेा., काै.ा, ताड महााण; शत. ा., त.ै ा., ज.ै उपिनषद् ा, 
गाे. ा)

– “क,” as a सवनाम, taken as the पु-ग-थमावभ-एकवचन 
form of कम-्शद. 

– “क,” could also be an अायातपदम् – the लकार form of 
the √कृ धात is अकE ,; elision of the अट् affix, through बल- 
छदयमाङाेगेऽप , results in the अनुदा-यापदम् - कE ,

 



नामायातवभाग…
• The संǑहता-पाठम ्with èवरम ् indications, -

ई॒शा॒न॒कृɮदा॒शुषे॑ दश॒èयÛतु॒वȸतये॑ गाध॒ं तु॒व[ͨ ण:॑ कः ॥

• As it follows a èवǐरतम,् कः here is in Ĥचय-èवरम ्- a form 
of अनुदाƣम ् . 

• पद-पाठम ्also confirms that कः here is अनुदाƣम –
“तु॒व[ͨ णः॑ । क॒ǐरǓत॑ कः ॥”. 

• Therefore, the कः is a ͩĐयापदम ्in the लुɨ-लकार
• and not the more familiar सव[नाम or नाम-पदम;् 
• Thus the determination of the type of the पदम ्here can 

be made only through the consideration of the èवरम.् 

 



वर-या
Rules Of Accentuation In The याकरण Treatises

• अçटाÚयायी सğूाͨण – पाͨणǓन  
• ͩफɪ-सूğाͨण – शाÛतनव 
• उणाǑद-सूğाͨण – शाकटायन 



वर-या - अायायी 
Organization

• ~400 out of 4000 sutras to explain rules of  वर-या
• Majority number of rules from VI.1.158 to VI.2.199

 
• VI.1.158 – 223 => Ĥ×यय-èवरम ्

• सुबÛत-èवरम ् (ͪवभिÈत-èवरम)् 
• ǓतÛɨत-èवरम ् 
• धातु-èवरम ्
• ĤाǓतपǑदक-èवरम ्

 
• Entire VI.2 padam (199 sutras! )=> समासèवरम ्

– Rules of èवरम ्for पूव[पदम and उƣर-पदम:
• ĤकृǓत-èवरम
• आɮयुदात×म 
• अÛतोदातम ्

 
• VIII.1.18-74 -> वाÈय èवरम ् ; VIII.२.82-103 -> Üलुत èवरम ्

• ~ 50 सूğाͨण scattered across the entire text

 


